
 

IN GOD’S TIMING AND IN HIS WAYS   
 Written by Emily Strauss, Killarney Good News Club®

Last fall, it looked like the Good News Club  at 
Killarney Elementary would not happen that school 
year. Yet God forged the Club into being, bringing 
funding and staff together for the 2nd semester! 
The first day we met, only 12 children were 
registered; undaunted, our faithful teacher liaison 
called them our "12 disciples," and, interestingly, 
12 is the exact number of professions of faith this 

year! Soon God grew the attendance, and 35 
children were reached on campus! The enemy did 
not want to see this Club happen and put up many 
roadblocks, but our faithful God overcame them! 
 
The first 6 weeks, the Bible lessons were about the 
ministry of Jesus, and small groups focused on 
prayer. The children were encouraged to talk to 
God every day and write prayer slips for our “God 
Can.”  Our team and sponsor church prayed for the 
children weekly. Some prayer requests were 
lighthearted and simple; others showed heavy 
concerns in the children’s young lives. We pray 
that the children will continue to cast their cares 
upon the Lord, for He cares for them (I Peter 5:7). 
 
As the weeks passed, God drew children to 
Himself in professions of faith: 

•       A boy with a heart condition moved to this 
area for surgery. God worked in his spiritual 
heart in GNC™ and he believed!  

•       Two children who came to know the Lord 
as Savior do not have permanent homes. The 
week after one of them believed on Jesus, he 
no longer had a ride home from GNC and had  

to withdraw, but he received a Bible and he 
continued in our prayers. 

•       Another young man was so excited about 
his salvation, saying he wants to know 
everything about the Bible he received! He 
brought it to school every day and read it at 
recess, and in Club one day he “heaped coals 
of kindness” and forgiveness to a fellow 
student who acted unkindly, bringing about 
realization of fault and apology.    

•       A mom tearfully said her son loved GNC. 
When she started a new job, he had to attend 
extended day. She was going to withdraw him 
from GNC  because he was missing the after-
school meal in order to attend Club. She was 
reassured we could work it out, and we did. 
The first week he was back in Club, he 
responded to the invitation and trusted Jesus 
as his Savior! His pastor called to find out 
about the boy’s “other church” and became 
excited to know it was true Biblical teaching. 
He was interested to know that his church 
could apply to sponsor a GNC, if so led. 

•       A certain child was only engaged during 
the Bible lesson, but otherwise had such poor 
behavior, he had to be suspended from GNC; 
he said that God hated him for the way he 
acted, despite being told that God loves 
him.  With prayerful encouragement to try 
again, and God working in his heart, within 2 
weeks of returning to Club, he responded to 
the invitation and believed! He became one of 
the most attentive students, and very helpful!  

•       One week, it concerned a counselor that 
two children wanted to accept Jesus, but time 
ran out. The counselor kept them in prayer, 
and a few weeks later both children responded 
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to the invitation again and believed, all in God’s 
perfect timing! 

 
Working through issues is tough, but God did 
amazing things through our team’s faithful 
perseverance and His power! 
 
The second 6 weeks had barely begun when 
schools were closed due to the Coronavirus. It was 
unknown if Clubs would meet again. So, a 
dedicated worker and her husband (strong in the 
Lord despite their own challenges) kept the Word 
going out by sending Quiet Time sheets to the 
students for 5 weeks. Parents attested their 
children loved getting mail and doing their 
devotion work! Meanwhile, the idea of a Virtual 
Good News Club was suggested by CEF®. Working 
out logistics and contacting parents to announce 
the online GNC, the Killarney team met the task of 
trying a new format and reaching the children over 
the internet--it was exciting to see it happen! In 
four Virtual GNCs, the team continued to teach 
lessons on the Ministry of Paul and the Armor of 
God, reaching 24 children: 12 were from the 
Killarney group, and 12 more were team contacts 
and Killarney siblings. Kids got to see 
their GNC  friends and leaders, learn more of 
God’s Word, hear the rest of the Missionary story, 
dress up in “armor”, and invite friends and siblings 
to join in. The last online session was an Around 
the World party, with fun review games, a message 
of hope, and a video from a church member about 
their life work in Indonesia, as well as their current 
mission work locally. The children were challenged 
to pray for these missions and to tell people they 
know about Jesus! Children were reached with the 
gospel in a new way and seemed to enjoy it, 
several parents expressed great thankfulness, and 
children who had never been to a GNC  were able 
to join in. We were able to counsel four children 
online, answered questions, and from God’s Word 
gave assurance to the faith they professed.  
 
As an end of year outreach, our team and sponsor 
church delivered care packages to 33 
Killarney GNC children (21 families) to show them 
God’s love and to help them on their spiritual 
journeys. Each package had a CEF devotion book, 
a pencil, a prize from the Club treasure chest, 

coloring sheets, and a kit to make a salvation story 
bracelet. A church member added a goodie bag 
with pen, highlighter, post-it notes, and a snack! 
Reaching out to parents, the team learned which 
children did not have Bibles. Already, 15 Bibles 
had been given to children on campus who had 
asked for them, and with a variety of Bibles 
donated for these other children, the team hand-
picked ones especially for each child. With these 
Bible donations, every child who did not already 
have a Bible received one this year!  
 
God moved in the hearts of the church to respond 
in other ways, too. When we needed help 
communicating with a family whose primary 
language is Spanish, a willing church member 
volunteered to translate. The member then 
donated Spanish Bible storybooks for him, and for 
the boy with the heart condition who did not read 
yet, so with their families they could learn about 
Jesus in their “heart” language. When we learned 
that a GNC  family had to move due to a fire, this 
prompted the team to see if they, and other 
families, needed clothing. Our sponsor church was 
able to collect clothing for several families to add 
to their packages.  
 
All the families were so thankful to be remembered 
in this time of personal and Covid crisis. Deliveries 
were dropped off with a knock at the door, and 
received with gratitude, a happy wave, a call of 
“Thank you!” from the background, appreciative 
texts including some with pictures of joyful 
children with their Bibles, and a few parents and 
children came out to cheerfully chat at a 
distance.  Three children had moved to other 
school districts and each said they hope their new 
schools have a GNC!  
 
At each struggle this year, God has shown Himself 
faithful, providing perseverance, connection, and 
new ways to reach the children. He brought many into 
His fold, all of this in His ways and in His timing! God 
is at work amid this pandemic! All praise to our Lord 
and Savior who shows how much He cares and gives 
us strength and help in time of need! (Psalm 46:1). 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength 
of His might” (Ephesians 6:10). 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
Every child deserves to hear the Good News about Jesus – even amid COVID-19. Will you help us share 
God’s love this school year in new and creative ways? Your gift today at www.cefofcentralfl.com/donate 
will make an incredible difference. Plus, right now, faithful friends of CEF  have promised to match your 
gift, up to $10,000. Your donation will be doubled – doubling your impact!
 


